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The island 
that 
exploded! 
 
 
The 1883 volcanic eruption on Krakatoa 
was a huge event. 
 
 
1. Quickly read the text below and match 
the numbers and the facts: 
 

4,800  the speed of the gas pouring from the volcano 

150  the date of the eruption 

2004  how many kilometres away the noise was heard 

600  the weight of the coral sections thrown on land by the tsunami 

26   the year of the Boxing Day Tsunami 

 
2. Now read the text again and answer the following questions: 
 

a) How many times bigger was the force of the eruption than that of the 

Hiroshima nuclear bomb? 

b) How high were the waves caused by the tsunamis? 

c) How far did the man ride the crocodile 

 
 

The loudest noise ever recorded 
 
It was 6am on August 26 in 1883, when the volcano on Krakatoa, a small island in 
Indonesia, erupted. This earth-shattering event was the biggest natural disaster of the 
19th century. 
 
The eruption left 36,000 people dead and the survivors had to cope with tsunamis and 
clouds of very hot ash from the volcano. 
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The explosion created by the volcano was 10,000 times bigger than the nuclear bomb 
dropped on Hiroshima. The eruption made the loudest noise ever recorded: it was 
heard 4,800km away in Australia! 
 
When Krakatoa erupted, a giant cloud of smoke and ash rose 80km into the sky and 
deadly hot gas poured from the volcano at 150kph.  
 
But the real killers were the giant tsunamis caused by the eruption. These tsunamis 
created waves 40m high. The waves were so violent they flung sections of coral reef 
on to the land, some weighing as much as 600 tons. 
 
Like the Indonesian tsunami on Boxing Day 2004, these tsunamis destroyed everything 
in their path. 
 
But some people had lucky escapes. A giant wave swept one man from the top of his 
office building and carried him into the jungle. When the man saw a crocodile in the 
water next to him, he held on to the animal's back and rode it for 3km before jumping 
off into the jungle! 
 
As well as making the loudest noise ever recorded, Krakatoa is famous for another 
reason. It was the first time that a volcano erupted and people around the world 
heard about it immediately. 
 
New underwater communications cables were used to send messages about the 
disaster to newspapers and scientists everywhere. 
 
 
3. Now imagine that you were one of the survivors of the Krakatoa eruption: 
 

Write 80-100 words to describe what you saw and how you felt. 


