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The biggest 
bang ever? 
 
 
The 1883 eruption on Krakatoa was a 
major natural disaster. Read the 
text quickly then answer the 
following questions: 
 
 
1. How was news of the eruption 
communicated around the world? 
 
 
 
 
2. The Krakatoa eruption is famous for being the loudest noise ever recorded. But for 
what other reason is it also significant? 
 
 
 
 
 
Now read the text again and sentences A-H. Then match the sentences with the gaps 
1-7 (there is one sentence extra). 
 
 

The island that exploded 
 
It was 6am on August 26 in 1883, when the volcano on Krakatoa, a small island in 

Indonesia, erupted. 1. � It left 36,000 people dead and the survivors having to cope 
with tsunamis, further eruptions and superheated ash clouds. 
 

2. � Shock waves also travelled around the world seven times, caused by a blast 
10,000 times greater than the nuclear bomb dropped on Hiroshima. 
 
As Krakatoa erupted, a giant cloud of ash rose 80km into the sky and hot gas pouring 
from the volcano raced across nearby islands at 150kph. "Those who weren't killed by 
the heat," said scientific expert Dr Dave Rothery, "would have been sandblasted to 
death. It was hot enough to carbonise everything in its path." 
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The real killers, though, were the giant tsunamis caused by the eruption. These 
created waves 40m high, which were so violent they flung sections of coral reef 

ashore, some weighing as much as 600 tons. 3. � 
 
Human tragedy aside, Krakatoa was important as one of the first global media events, 

producing a wealth of first-hand accounts from survivors. 4. � To his astonishment, he 
saw a crocodile being carried alongside him, leapt on the animal's back and rode it for 
3km before being left, unharmed, on the rainforest floor. 
 

5. � For the first time, operators were able to communicate stories to their 
counterparts across the globe using morse code.  
 
As Professor Nick Petford, from the School of Earth Sciences and Geology at Kingston 
University, London, explains, "This is the first time a volcano had exploded and was 

known about instantly.” 6. � 
 
In these days of instant global access, it's easy to forget how revolutionary this was. 

Krakatoa has been erupting irregularly since 250 AD. 7. � 
 

 

 
A. The rest of the world heard such stories almost instantly because a series of 

underwater telegraph cables had been recently laid traversing the globe. 
 
B. Like the Indonesian tsunami on Boxing Day 2004, these tsunamis destroyed 

everything in their path. 
 

C. Hospitals were filled with the injured, many of who did not survive. 
 

D. The force of the eruption created the loudest noise ever recorded: it was heard 
some 4,800km away in Alice Springs. 

 
E. This earth-shattering event became the greatest natural disaster of the 19th 

century. 
 

F. The previous explosion was even more powerful and had happened only 200 
years before the one in 1883, yet few had heard of it. 

 
G. A German quarry manager recounted being hurled by a wall of water from the 

top of his office block and swept into the jungle. 
 

H. He added: “The underwater telegraph cables were a network for 
communication, the precursor to the internet." 

 

 


